
Plymouth History Festival 

Plymouth History Festival is coordinated by Plymouth City
Council’s Arts and Heritage Service, bringing together over 100
events showcasing the city’s rich past and highlighting the
growing reputation of Plymouth as a significant cultural and
heritage destination.

The Plymouth History FestivALE Trail is an exciting addition to
the 2015 programme, with a specially created beer courtesy of
Summerskills Brewery, available at five historic Plymouth
pubs during May.

Collectable beer mats have been placed in each host venue,
using photographic images from the Arts and Heritage Service
Collections. Each image has been selected to create a dialogue
with the geographical location in which the pub resides and
are free to take home.

For more information about all of this year’s events please visit
www.plymhistoryfest.wordpress.com or pick up a copy of the
Festival brochure.

Summerskills Brewery

Summerskills Brewery was set up by Adam Summerskill in
his vineyard at Bigbury in 1983 with a 2½ barrel brew plant. 

From there it moved to the White Lion, Stonehouse in 1984
then to its present location at Pomphlett Farm Industrial 
Estate in 1985. This move enabled the expansion to a 10 barrel
brew length with equipment from the Penrhos Brewery that
had closed in 1983.

Production at Summerskills started to lapse in 1988, yet 
fortunately for the ale drinkers of Plymouth, Carl Beeson and
Rick Wilson purchased the brewery in 1990. 
Rick took on the mantle of brewer, using malt from Tuckers at
Newton Abbot (still used today) and English hops from Charles
Faram in Worcestershire. 

Carl retired in May 2012 and Norm acquired ownership of the
brewery, overseeing modernisation yet retaining its core 
historic values - to use the best English ingredients and make 
fine beer. 

www.plymhistoryfest.wordpress.com

Summerskills Plymouth 
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The Minerva Inn
The Minerva Inn is Plymouth’s oldest serving public
house, circa 1540. Sir Francis Drake had a home on Looe
Street, so there is every possibility he would have visited
the pub.
During the 17th Century the pub was home to the Press
Gang, and secret tunnels and doorways are still evident
within the timber walls. Timbers reclaimed from the
Spanish Armada fleet, including a mast that forms the
core of a spiral staircase leading to private residences
above the pub.
One of the previous owners was the Octagon Brewery
which traded in Martin Street, Plymouth from 1861 to
1970 with its emblem still visible on the stained glass 
window on the front of the premises. 

Pub On The Hoe
Located just a short walk from the historic Barbican,
there has been a pub on this site at Citadel Road since
1864. Originally known as the Hoe Park Hotel and later
the old Crown and Anchor, the pub was renamed the
Gypsy Moth IV as a direct reference to one of the most
significant sailing events of the 20th Century to have
touched Plymouth in May 1967. 
Following a major refit in the mid-1980’s, the pub 
became known as the Yard Arm, a naval term 
referring to the end of a horizontally positioned spar 
attached to the mast from where flags are hung, so too
men who behaved badly at sea. Maritime memorabilia
adorns the walls, with the wood paneled raised and
lower deck seating areas adding to the nautical theme.
In January 2013, the pub changed its name to the Pub
On The Hoe.
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The Minerva Inn
31 Looe Street, Plymouth PL4 0EA
01752 223047
Monday to Thursday: 3pm to 1am
Friday to Saturday: 12noon to 1am 
Sunday: 12noon to 11pm
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The Fortescue Hotel 
37 Mutley Plain, Plymouth PL4 6JQ • 01752 660673
Sunday to Thursday: 11am to 11pm
Friday to Saturday: 11am to 1am

1

Pub On The Hoe 
159 Citadel Road, 
Plymouth PL1 2HU
01752 202405
Open daily: 
12noon to 12am
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The Clifton Inn 
35 Clifton Street, Greenbank, 
Plymouth PL4 8JB 
01752 266563
Open daily: 
10am to 11am

2

Bread and Roses 
62 Ebrington Street, 
Plymouth PL4 9AF 
01752 659861 
Monday: 4pm to 1am
Tuesday to Sunday: 12pm to 1am

3

The Fortescue Hotel
The first written account of the ‘Fortescue Hotel’ came
in the 1867 Directory of Devon, where the address was
given variously as 14, 16 and 19 Mutley Plain. 
The Fortescue finally became number 37 in 1896 after
Plymouth’s Extension Bill was passed. 
Late 19th Century proprietors included Mrs 
Orlando Wright and the Lavers Family, and following
major alterations in 1904, S.M.J. Hodge completed the
building we now recognise as the Fortescue, with
number 37 stretching upwards and backwards 
incorporating the first two houses of Moor 
View Terrace. 
Construction work concluded in 1905, hence the two
dates chiseled onto the two corner facias of the ground
and second stories.

The Clifton Inn
Just off North Hill in Greenbank, Clifton Street was 
created in the 1860’s and a few doors down from the top
of the street still remains The Clifton Inn.
The first recorded licensee was John Bickle in 1873, who
owned the pub until the mid-1890’s when it was taken
over by the Chilcotts - Levi and Helen - whose 
proprietorship lasted throughout the First World War
until 1920. After a few more changes, the Clifton was
owned by the Farmers - Stanley and Marion - from 1940
through to 1959.
Reputedly Plymouth’s luckiest Pub, during the 1990’s
three regulars won more than a million pounds on the
National Lottery.

Bread and Roses
Formally The Trafalgar, originally located in Ham
Street - and completely re-built in 1895 when
Ebrington Street was widened – the pub was
named in honour of the famous sea battle of 1805.
Since its re-construction, Cyril Phipps holds the 
distinction of being the longest serving proprietor,
with his tenancy running from April 1930 through
to February 1967.
Formally known as EBS Lounge, Reds and Nelson's
Cafe Bar, in the summer of 2013 the Bread and
Roses was established as Plymouth's only 
community run Social Enterprise pub, providing a
creative hub with a wide range of live music, 
visual arts residencies and exhibitions, comedy,
film and poetry nights alongside regular language
and book clubs.


