
Plymouth’s Great War
In this centenary year of the start of the Great War, this exhibition
attempts to acknowledge Plymouth’s contribution. In the knowledge
that the full story of the Great War will be better told by others, and
through other media, we have chosen to focus on the War from a
largely Plymouth point of view. Whilst Plymouth’s War reflects
Britain’s War, it is also a unique story - and the one that our
collections tell best.
The causes the Great War were complicated and rooted in power
struggles among the strongest European countries. The
assassination of the Austro-Hungarian Archduke Franz Ferdinand, in
June 1914, began a chain of events that resulted in Britain declaring
war on Germany on 4 August 1914. Although both sides expected
the War to be quickly won, it continued for over four years. The War
ended with the signing of the Armistice on 11 November 1918.
The Great War was fought across the globe and involved many of
the world’s most powerful countries. It was fought on land, by sea
and, for the first time, in the air. It was the first industrial and
technological war. The Americans called it the ‘European War’ - others
a ‘World War’. Sadly, it was not the war to end wars. When the world
went to war again, the Great War became the ‘First World War’.

The story of Plymouth’s Great War begins
with the amalgamation of the ‘Three
Towns’ of Plymouth, Devonport and
East Stonehouse in 1914. The ‘Three
Towns’ were part of ‘Fortress Plymouth’
- already home to the Royal Navy, an
Army Garrison and the Royal Marines.
The creation of a ‘Greater Plymouth’
was hastened by the threat of war.

This exhibition largely looks at the impact
of the Great War on local people’s lives
- touching on recruitment, conscription,
the fighting, the human cost and the
aftermath. The focus is on what
happened here in Plymouth, on the
‘home front’. Little has previously been
written about Plymouth during the First

World War. This exhibition has helped to
the capture new information and much
is presented here for the first time.

This is just the start. Local historian
Chris Robinson has plans for a new book
to make sure the story of Plymouth’s
Great War is fully told. Throughout
2014, and onwards until 2018, we will be
looking at different ways to commemorate
the Great War; allowing the story to be
told in greater detail and shared more
widely. We also want your help. In
memory of past generations, we hope
that local families, with their own objects,
archives and stories to show and tell, will
come forward to share this material.

Three Towns United in Conflict

THREE TOWNS
UNITED IN CONFLICT

PLYMOUTH’SPLYMOUTH’S  
GREAT WARGREAT  WAR Plymouth County Borough

East Stonehouse
Urban District

Devonport County Borough



Thank You
Plymouth City Council Arts and Heritage would like to acknowledge
the Military Covenant Fund and the Heritage Lottery Fund for their
generous sponsorship and financial support for this exhibition. The
exhibition has deliberately attempted to tell the story through
records, artefacts and archives held here in the City. We are,
therefore, very grateful to our colleagues at the Plymouth and West
Devon Record Office and Plymouth City Library Services

We would like to say a big thank you to
Anne and Michael Corry, of the University of
the Third Age Shared Learning Group, for
help with the exhibition research. They have
worked through hundreds of local papers for
the War years, writing comprehensive notes
and transcripts - and then making the
information available to us.

A special thank you is due to local historian,
artist and author Chris Robinson, another
member of our team. His knowledge of
Plymouth’s history, his own collections and
his contacts, have been invaluable. The
good news is that Chris is writing a book on
Plymouth in the Great War – to be published
during the course of this exhibition.

Among the books we have referred to are
those by Plymouth historians Reginald
Walling and Crispin Gill. Brian Moseley’s
‘Plymouth Data’ website is always helpful.
We would recommend the following books
on Devon’s Great War - and thank Gerald
Wasley and Halsgrove Publishing for their
help and support.

Devon in the Great War: 1914-1918,
by Gerald Wasley
Devon Books, 2000; Halsgrove, 2013

The People of Devon in the First World War,
by Dr David Parker
The History Press, 2013

If we have forgotten to include you, we are sorry.
There are additional credits, within the exhibition,
for any other material used. Our final thank you is
to colleagues here at Plymouth City Museum and
Art Gallery.

BBC Radio Devon
BBC - World War One At Home
British Library
British Pathé
Devonport Naval Base
Collection
First World War Centenary
Partnership
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Heritage Lottery Fund
Imperial War Museum
Military Covenant Fund
National Museums of the Royal
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Plymouth and West Devon
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Plymouth City Council
- Civic Collection
Plymouth Data
- see the website
Plymouth Library Services
Plymouth University ICCI
Plymouth Scouts
Seale-Haynians Archive
South West Film and
Television Archive
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Sub-Chaser Archive
- see the website
Totnes Image Bank
& Rural Archive
University of the Third Age
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