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In December 1909, Scott was released from
the Royal Navy, on half-pay, to take up full time
command of his second Antarctic expedition.
Terra Nova sailed from Cardiff, Wales, on
15 June 1910. There was a full scientific
programme - but this time Scott was to
attempt to be the first to reach the South Pole.
The Expedition explored Victoria Land and the
Western Mountains. A landing and exploration
of King Edward VII Land proved unsuccessful.
A journey to Cape Crozier, in June and July
1911, was the first long sledging journey
in the middle of the Antarctic winter.
Scott and the Polar Party reached the Pole
on 17 January 1912. They died, in March,
on the return journey. The search party found
the tent containing the frozen bodies of Scott,
Wilson and Bowers in November. After personal
effects and records had been collected, the
tent was collapsed over the three men, and
a cairn of snow erected - topped by a cross
made from skis.
The Terra Nova returned for the Expedition
team in January 1913 and, before departing
the Antarctic, a large wooden cross was erected
as a permanent memorial. The world was first
informed of the tragedy when Terra Nova
reached New Zealand on 10 February 1913.

Scott was promoted to the rank of commander before Discovery sailed
for the Antarctic on 31 July 1901. The Expedition had both scientific
and exploration objectives and included a long journey South on the ice.
This trek, undertaken by Scott, Ernest Shackleton and Edward Wilson,
got to within about 850km (530miles) of the Pole. The second year
showed improved results and ended with Scott’s ‘Western Journey’,
and the discovery of the Polar Plateau.

It took the combined efforts of two relief ships and the use of explosives
to free Discovery from the ice - allowing her to sail for home.
The Expedition had collected a good deal of scientific data. On their
return to Britain, in September 1904, Scott found himself a popular
hero and, for over a year, he was busy with public receptions, lectures
and the writing of the Expedition record - ‘The Voyage of the Discovery’.
In January 1906, Scott resumed his full-time Royal Naval career, first
as assistant to the Director of Naval Intelligence at the Admiralty and,
later, as Flag-Captain to the Rear-Admiral on HMS Victorious.
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Scott led two expeditions to the Antarctic. The British National Antarctic Expedition
or Discovery Expedition of 1901-04, was a joint project for the Royal Geographic Society (RGS)
and the Royal Society. Scott was given overall command.
By early 1906, Scott had approached the RGS about funding a second expedition.
He announced his plans in 1909, motivated by the news that Shackleton’s Nimrod Expedition
had narrowly failed to reach the Pole.
The British Antarctic or Terra Nova Expedition of 1910-13 was a private venture, financed
by public contributions and supported by a government grant. It had backing from the
Royal Geographical Society and the Royal Navy released experienced seamen in support.
Much of the Expedition’s ‘equipment’, ranging from the ponies and dogs to the sledges,
tents and sleeping bags, was paid for by a variety of institutions, businesses and schools
- even private individuals.

South with Scott
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The Ships

During the ‘Heroic Age’, Antarctic expeditions could last several years. They sailed
South in the Antarctic summer - early November to late March; the break up of
sea-ice allowing access to the coast and the chance to set-up a land base. Before
the Antarctic winter, from April to October, most would try to set up some inland
food and fuel depots, to support their exploration plans for the following year.
The main sledging journeys took place in early summer - as soon as conditions
allowed. If the expedition parties returned safely and on time, and depending on the
sea ice conditions, they could then be collected by ship before the next winter set-in.
If not, expeditions would have to over-winter and be collected the following season.
Entirely ship-based expeditions could return to a winter base in Australia or
New Zealand. The alternative was to risk their vessel being frozen and adrift in
the sea ice over the winter period - hoping to break free the following spring.

Antarctic ships were strengthened against the
crushing pressure of the ice pack. Arctic whalers,
or vessels built by specialist shipyards were
preferred.
Captain Scott’s ships were of this type. The
RRS Discovery was built for the British National
Antarctic Expedition (1901-04) by the Dundee
Shipbuilders Company, experts in building ships
for the whaling industry. Specially designed for
Antarctic research, the propeller and rudder could
be hoisted to prevent ice damage. The iron shod
bows were raked for ramming ice - they could ride
up over the margin and crush it with deadweight.
Scott was unable to use Discovery for his second
expedition (1910-13) and purchased the
ex-whaler RYS Terra Nova. Again Dundee built,
in 1884, she was reinforced from bow to stern
with a 2.1m (7ft) thickness of oak. Terra Nova
had sailed South in 1903, with SY Morning,
another former whaler, to help free Discovery
from the ice. Although well suited to Polar
waters, the now elderly Terra Nova was prone
to take-on water - both above and below the
waterline. Leakages through the main deck and into
the stables made conditions particularly unpleasant
for the men sleeping beneath the ponies!
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“Southward Bound: The Antarctic ship ‘Discovery’
pressing southward towards the Pole”
- from ‘The Boy’s Own Paper’, 1902
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“The ‘Terra Nova’: Captain Scott’s famous vessel in the Antarctic Ice
- from ‘The Boy’s Own Paper’, no date
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