
Both the Discovery and the Terra Nova Expeditions sailed with a large number
of Royal Naval men - including most of the senior officers and supporting
officers, down to the ordinary seamen and the stokers. There were only
a handful of Merchant Navy men. Inevitably, given the emphasis on recruiting
from the Royal Navy, Scott - and others in a position of authority, were sometimes
rather critical about the contribution and influence of “the Merchant men”.
Teddy Evans, as Commander-elect of the Terra Nova, was in charge of choosing
officers and crew for Scott’s second Expedition. Men who had previously served
under Scott or Evans, or had a recommendation from an RN senior officer, had
an advantage. Evans also admitted that “many eligible men were turned down
simply because they were frozen out by those who had previous Antarctic
experience”.
To a certain extent, both of Scott’s Expeditions had a ‘Ship Party’ and a ‘Shore
Party’; more-so aboard the Terra Nova in 1910-13. Nearly 8000 people applied
to join Scott’s second Expedition - but only sixty-five set sail. The Terra Nova
‘Shore Party’ numbered just over thirty men - but some of the Ship Party’ would
occasionally step on the ice too.

Plymouth is an important port with a history that is closely tied
to the sea, maritime trade and the Royal Navy (RN). It has been
home port to many famous seafarers - and a port of departure for
many famous voyages of discovery.
Among the sailors selected to sail with the Antarctic expeditions
of the ‘Heroic Age’ were a good number of Royal Naval men.
The RN seamen that sailed with the likes of Scott and Shackleton
included some that came from Devon. Others were based or
trained at HM Dockyard, Devonport. A handful of these Naval men
were born or lived in Plymouth - others choosing to settle in the
local area after their seafaring and service days were over.

Among the Naval Men

Men and Men

Unknown sailor on the Terra Nova, c.1910
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Officers and crew on the deck of the Discovery, 1904
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Dr Murray Levick joined the Royal Navy, specialising in physical
fitness, and served briefly under Scott aboard HMS Essex. He joined
the Terra Nova Expedition as medical officer and store man - retiring
from the Navy to Budleigh Salterton, Devon.
Levick is commemorated by the 2390metre (7840ft) Mount Levick
(74°8´S 163°10´E) on the north-west side of the Tourmaline Plateau
in the Deep Freeze Range, Victoria Land.

Levick was born in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne and qualified as a doctor
at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London in 1902. Although not a biological
scientist, he was a valued support zoologist - and later, in 1914, wrote
a book on Antarctic Penguins. Levick was one of the six-man Northern Party
that wintered at Cape Adare in 1911 and Inexpressible Island in 1912
- taking on the duties of photographer.
During the First World War, Levick served with the Grand Fleet and at Gallipoli.
In his post Royal Naval career, he pioneered the training of the blind to work
as physiotherapists. In 1932, Levick founded the Public - later the British
Schools Exploring Society, and helped organise their expeditions to remote
parts of the world.

George Murray Levick
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Dr Levick skinning a penguin on the Terra Nova, 28 December 1910. Ponting Photograph
Licensed with permission of the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge



Devon born Frank Browning was serving as Petty Officer aboard
HMS Talbot when he secured his place with the Terra Nova Expedition.
He was a member of the ‘Shore Party’ and he was one of the six men
who made-up the Northern Party.
In Antarctica, he is remembered in the name of the 760metre (2495ft)
high Mount Browning (74°37´S 164°3´E) and the Browning Pass
(74°36´S 63°59´E) in Victoria Land.

Browning was marooned with the Northern Party on Inexpressible Island in
1912 and suffered greatly during the experience. During the previous winter,
at Cape Adare, he was in charge of the acetylene gas. It was there that
Browning invented a clever alarm clock to make sure that the 2am weather
observations were always taken. It consisted of a bamboo spring held back
by a piece of cotton which passed through a candle, marked off in hours.
The other end of the cotton was attached to the trigger - a wind-up gramophone.
Whoever took the midnight observations wound-up the gramophone, ‘set’ the
cotton, lit the candle and turned the trumpet speaker towards the man to be
woken-up. At ten minutes to two the candle burnt the thread and released
the bamboo spring, which in-turn started the gramophone!
Frank Browning was born in Axminster. On his return from the Antarctic, he
lived on Windsor Road, Torquay, Devon - and died there aged just forty-eight.
His name is commemorated on a plaque in Torquay Town Hall.
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Frank Browning aboard Terra Nova, 1912. Levick Photograph
Licensed with permission of the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge



Parsons joined the Royal Navy at Devonport, aged fifteen, training
aboard HMS Impregnable. He transferred to the submarine service
in 1905. Parson’s volunteered to join Scott’s Terra Nova Expedition
after seeing an article in the local paper - his application supported
by a letter from a senior officer.
Parsons was just an ordinary crew member on the voyage South.
He worked mainly aloft, with the sails and rigging - but also helped
look after the ponies and dogs. After leaving the Navy, Fred Parsons
ran a very successful shoe-repair business in Plymouth. He named
his house, at 35 Churchill Way, ‘Terra Nova’.

Parsons was born at Allington, near Bridport, Dorset - a centre for net
making. The twine and cord making skills he learned as a child proved
helpful working with ropes and mending sails on the Terra Nova and, later,
in the shoe-repair business.
During the Expedition, Parsons was a member of the ship’s company and did
not take part in the shore explorations. However, his personal account of the
voyage is an important ‘below deck’ record. Fred also brought back his own
souvenir - a stuffed Emperor Penguin!
Following a return to England, Parsons served on submarines during the
First World War. He then set-up his own shoe-repair business in Plymouth
and, by the 1950s and 60s, it was well-established - with a large premises
on Hastings Street and a fleet of delivery vans.
Fred always spoke proudly of his service aboard the Terra Nova and
considered Captain Scott “a leader and a gentleman”. He was a guest of
honour, with penguin, at the opening of the film ‘Scott of the Antarctic’ in
Plymouth in 1949. When Fred Parsons died on 16 January 1970, aged 91,
he was the last surviving member of Scott's two Expeditions.
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Fred Parsons in Naval uniform, with Polar Medal Family Collection

Fred Parsons on the Terra Nova
Family Collection



Patrick Keohane was born in County Cork, Ireland. He joined the Terra Nova
from HMS Repulse. “He was a man who wanted to see what was on the
other side of the hill - and he saw!” This was Cherry-Garrard’s assessment
of Patrick based on Keohane’s own response to Captain Scott when asked
why he wanted to join the Antarctic expedition.
Keohane was a tough, resilient and reliable man - regularly chosen for
sledging journeys. He was a member of Scott’s supporting Southern Party,
which turned back from the head of the Beardmore Glacier on 21 December
1911. In March 1912, he went with Edward Atkinson on a final trip hoping
to locate the returning Polar Party. Keohane was also in the search party that
discovered the bodies of Scott, Wilson and Bowers on 12 November 1912.
Back in England, Keohane spent three years in Plymouth as a training officer
on HMS Impregnable and then saw service aboard HMS Cornwall. Between
the wars he served with HM Coastguard, first in Ireland, then at Coverack
and Looe in Cornwall. In 1934 he was transferred to the Isle of Man, where
he remained throughout the Second World War working at a radar and
telegraphy training school. After the War, the Keohane family lived at
1 Birchfield Avenue, Beacon Park, Plymouth.

Keohane was sixteen when he joined the Royal Navy training ship
HMS Impregnable at Plymouth. He later served on HMS Talbot under
Edward “Teddy” Evans - and it was Evans, as Scott’s second in
command, who recommended him for the Terra Nova Expedition.
Patrick later called his daughter Nova, after Scott’s ship - and retired
to live in Plymouth.
In Antarctica, he gives his name to Mount Keohane (77°36´S 162°59´E),
a peak of 1250metres (4100ft), northwest of Lake Fryxell on the north
side of Taylor Valley, Victoria Land.
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Patrick Keohane, after the Southern Journey, 1911. Ponting Photograph Plymouth City Museum and Art Gallery (Keohane Collection)



On reaching Lyttelton in New Zealand - “... the huts were erected on the
waste ground beyond the harbour works . Everything was overhauled, sorted
and marked afresh to prevent difficulty in the South. Davies, our excellent
carpenter, [and]…. Keohane were employed in this work.”
Scott’s Journal, November 1910

Davies supervised the erection of the Expedition huts at Cape Evans. Later he
constructed the wooden cross to commemorate Scott and the other members
of the ill-fated Polar Party. The main hut - known as ‘Scott’s Hut’, is currently
the focus for a major conservation project; the memorial cross still stands on
Observation Hill, overlooking McMurdo Sound.
Following his return to England, Davies served in the Navy through the
First World War and until 1920. Letters indicate that he considered sailing
South again - first with, and then to the rescue of Shackleton’s Endurance;
later with Shackleton’s Quest Expedition. He eventually gained a place on the
Discovery Oceanographic Expedition (1925-39) - during which he obtained
his Foreign Master’s ticket. It was possibly through frustration at being given
only a brief command of the RSS William Scoresby in the South Atlantic,
that Davies returned his Polar Medal to the King.
Frank Davies later wrote his own, un-published account of the Terra Nova
Expedition - ‘With Scott Before the Mast’. His Plymouth addresses included
Nicholls Farm, Plympton, and Saltram Villas, Laira.

Royal Naval Carpenter Frank Davies was a Plymothian. Born and
brought-up in the Lower Crabtree and Laira Green area of the City,
he went to Laira Green School. Davies applied for Scott’s Terra Nova
Expedition and was appointed as Leading Shipwright.
In the Antarctic he is commemorated by Davies Bay (69°18´S 158°34´E),
a wide bay situated between Drake Head and Cape Kinsey - discovered
in February 1911.

Francis Edward Charles Davies
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Frank Davies - photographed in Lyttelton, New Zealand Family Collection



Dailey served his apprenticeship as a shipwright in the Devonport
Dockyard and, by 1891, his retired parents and younger sister had
moved to join him in Plymouth. He was personally recommended
to Scott - and joined the Discovery Expedition as Warrant Officer
and Chief Carpenter.
Fred Dailey is commemorated by the Dailey Islands in MacMurdo Sound
(77°53´S 165°06´E).

Dailey was born in Portsmouth and served a seven-year Royal Naval
shipbuilding apprenticeship at Devonport, Plymouth, before joining
HMS Ganges. After his appointment by Scott, Dailey joined the Discovery
in Dundee to help supervise the ship’s preparation for the Expedition.
The Discovery Expedition was mostly based aboard the ship - which Dailey
helped to maintain and repair. He was also responsible for erecting
‘Discovery Hut’ - a storehouse and occasional shelter. The Hut later provided
shelter to the returning Ross Sea Party of Shackleton’s Endurance Expedition.
Dailey was a member of four Discovery Expedition sledging parties. As ship’s
carpenter, he also constructed the wooden memorial cross to Able Seaman
George Vince, who had died after falling into the sea soon after the Discovery
arrived in Antarctica. Scott wrote “…it was erected…, so firmly that I think in
this undecaying climate it will stand for centuries.”
During the First World War, Dailey served as Chief Carpenter on HMS Lion at
the Battle of Jutland with distinction - afterwards awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross. After the War, he became Barrack Master at the RN Barracks,
Devonport - rising to the rank of Lieutenant Commander.
Dailey later lived at 22 Devon Terrace and 50 Amherst Road.
He is buried in the Plymouth’s Ford Park Cemetery, close to his
final home address.
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Fred Dailey in Naval uniform - original photograph inscribed “To my dear Mother from her affectionate Son”
Plymouth City Museum and Art Gallery (Dailey Collection)


