
Mutton Cove - Cumberland Gardens - Fore Street

If you are following the Heritage Trail, you will
have arrived here having passed a number of
Devonport's most important historic buildings
at the civic heart of the prosperous Georgian
town of Dock - renamed Devonport in 1824.

Ker Street was developed between 1821- 24,
the buildings designed by John Foulston.
Here stand the Town Hall (later known as
the Guildhall), the Devonport Classical
& Mathematical School (better known as the
Egyptian House) and the commemorative
Devonport Column, - celebrating the birth of
Devonport. The group was completed by the
long demolished Mount Zion Chapel, in the
hindoo style. The street was fronted by an
elegant classical residential terrace.

The former Devonport Market Hall building of
1852, and its landmark tower, is one of the
most distinctive Devonport buildings to have
survived both the Blitz and several post War
redevelopments. On Duke Street you will pass
the Devonport Mechanics Institute and former
library buildings, built in the 1840s, and the
short-lived ‘Old Chapel’ of 1790.

Cumberland Gardens mark the site of the Dock
Theatre of 1762, with Theatre Ope, a narrow
lane or ‘cut’, close by. A fine cluster of 19th
century buildings can be seen from here,
notably the elegant Regency terrace fronting
Cumberland Street and the small row of

officer’s houses associated with nearby army
barracks. There are a still a few 18th century
houses on George Street.

From here, the Trail passes the Crown Hotel of
1880 and follows Chapel Street to Fore Street.
St Aubyn’s Church of 1771-2 is now also home
to Devonport Library. The land to the east was
largely occupied by military barracks, with the
‘Dock Line’ defences of the 1760s backing onto
the Brickfields. The 18th century barrack blocks
were replaced by Raglan Barracks in the 1850s.

On the west side of Chapel Street, there is
a major new development on the site of the
former Dockyard Enclave - some 7 hectares
(18 acres) of central Devonport ‘taken over’ for
Naval use in the 1950s. The move to ‘bring
down the wall’ - and re-unite Devonport - was
one of many significant community-led
regeneration projects initiated between 2001
and 2011.

Straight ahead is Fore Street and the ‘Forum’, a
cinema building of 1939. Fore Street was once
Devonport’s finest thoroughfare and, pre War, it
continued westward and up to the original
Dockyard gate. When the redevelopment here
is completed, there will be options to detour to
the Victorian Market and explore the newly
laid-out streets. The Trail continues to North
Corner via Granby Way, Albany Street and
Cornwall Street.

Ker Street - Town Hall, Column, Chapel and ‘Egyptian House’, 1829
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The Dockyard expands - Devonport Market and Duke Street, 1963
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Fore Street - looking east, c.1905
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The Forum Cinema and the Blitzed remains of Fore Street, c.1950
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Devonport Heritage Trail was created by Plymouth City Council working in partnership with the
Devonport Regeneration Community Partnership and the local community.

Thanks must go to the professional artists and local historians who have contributed ‘along the way’.
With special thanks to Lizzy Cook.
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Devonport Heritage Trail Route

The Heritage Trail links historic and cultural points of
interest in Devonport. It is a great way to explore the
local area, once an important town in its own right.

The Trail also offers a way-marked detour from the popular
SouthWest Coastal Footpath. It can be followed from Admiral’s
Hard in Stonehouse, where it connects with the Plymouth
Waterfront Walkway and the Cremyll Ferry - the link between
Devon and Cornwall.

Crossing into Devonport via Stonehouse Creek Bridge, the Trail
first follows Richmond Walk, exploring Mount Wise and
Mutton Cove. It then takes in Ker Street, the one time civic
heart of the community - centred on the newly restored
Guildhall, the Devonport Column and the ‘Egyptian House’.
The Heritage Trail returns to the waterfront at North Corner,
the birthplace of the original town of ‘Dock’.

At New Passage Hill, there is a link-spur to the Torpoint Ferry
and the chance to cross back to Cornwall. However, the Trail
itself continues through the historic Devonport Park, returning
to Stonehouse by way of the Brickfields and Devonport Hill.

Following the Trail

The Heritage Trail is way-marked by over 70 distinctive, numbered
and themed ‘Devonport Discs’, designed by Cornish artists Gary and
Thomas Thrussell. Pick-up a Trail leaflet or go on-line to get a route
map and find out more.

On route, there are four Trail Panels like this - each focussing on a different
section of the Trail. The others can be found at Mount Wise, North Corner and
Devonport Park. Look out too for the specially commissioned art works.

The full Heritage Trail is about 7.5 km (over 4 miles) long, but it can be explored
just one section at a time. The way-marked route follows public highways and
byways and involves walking alongside and crossing several busy roads - so
please take great care. The Trail is fully accessible, with just a short marked
detour to avoid steps into Devonport Park at New Passage Hill.

Stay safe, and enjoy discovering Devonport.

Web: www.plymouth.gov.uk/creativityandculture/artsdevelopment
Contacts: Parks Services 01752 606034 & Arts Services on 01752 307315.
email: parks.services@plymouth.gov.uk


