
Marjon and 
Plymouth  

A  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  O U R  
S H A R E D  H I S TO RY  ( A N D  
A N  E XC U S E  TO  S H A R E  
S O M E  LOV E LY  P I C S ! )  

F O R  # M A R J O N  1 8 0  A N D  
P LY M O U T H  H I S TO RY  
M O N T H  2 0 2 0  

Marjon Library 1970's 



They, or someone in their family, might have 
worked here, studied here, walked in the 
grounds or used the sports and 
recreation facilities.  
 
Not everyone knows the history of Marjon, 
though – how it started as two separate 
colleges back in the 1840's, in London,  and 
how it came to move to Plymouth in the 
1960's/1970's. 
 
So here's a bit of Marjon/Plymouth history – 
to help celebrate the connections between 
us – there are more than you might think... 

 
 

 Most Plymothians know Marjon!  

College prospectus artwork – 1960's  

All the images reproduced here are taken from the Marjon archive collections unless 
otherwise stated, and should be acknowledged as such.  
Please contact the archive for permission to reproduce – we will be very happy to help! 



Marjon student visit to Plymouth prior to the college relocation, 1968/69.  



"St Mark and St John" – or should that be the other 
way around..? 

'Marjon' (or 'Marjohn', as we were once known) 
didn’t exist as one unit until the 1920's.  
 
Before then we were two separate colleges based 
in London. St John's (Battersea) came first in 1840, 
followed by St Marks (Chelsea) a year later.  
 
After WW1, the two (which had always worked 
closely together), decided to merge, to maximise 
the opportunities for expansion and the position 
of the Chelsea site. 
 
The 'new'  college name was much-debated, with 
"St John and St Mark" initially suggested. 
 
Which would have made us 'Jonmar'.  
No, doesn’t sound right to us either... 

   

Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth, founder of St Johns 
Battersea 1840 



One of the first students to graduate as a 
teacher from St Johns, Battersea was from 
Plymouth.  
 
His name was John Christie, and  
after graduation he returned to the area and 
taught in a school in Milton Abbot for over 30 
years, finishing his career as headmaster. 
 
Travel between Plymouth and London wasn’t 
easy in the 1840's – one of our Devon  students 
recorded a single coach journey lasting over 17 
hours ... 

 
 

Plymouth link alert...! 

John Christie St Johns College Battersea  



St Marks – the home of 'inconvenient excellence'! 

Both colleges were founded to develop the educational 
opportunities of the disadvantaged – children of the 
poor, workhouse orphans – which at the time was a 
deeply unpopular notion with the government of the 
day.  
 
With the  Chartist and Peterloo riots still fresh in 
memory, they accused James Kay Shuttleworth of 
'putting the torch of knowledge into the hands of 
rickburners'.  
 
The Principal of St Marks – Derwent Coleridge (son of 
the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge) - was accused of 
providing an education that was too good for its 
recipients.  
 
He made a mock apology for the colleges' 'inconvenient 
excellence' - but neither college backed down in their 
provision. 

 
Derwent Coleridge – first Principal of St Marks. Image reproduced from 
academic research  manuscript, courtesy of Coleridge family 



Derwent and 
Plymouth 

Derwent Coleridge is our next Plymouth link.  

• He came to Devonport in the 1820's, by his own admission a 
disillusioned, unfocussed and wayward youth, following an 
unhappy time studying in Cambridge. 

• He loved Plymouth – its natural beauty, its libraries and 
Athenaeum (where he both gave and attended talks) and the 
gallery where he first  met the young Plymouth woman who 
would become his wife.  

• He apparently tried to start a conversation with her by 
making some awkward and judgmental remarks about 
modern styles of female dress.  

• He then tried to backtrack in case he'd offended her – not 
the most auspicious start!   

• Things must have improved over the next few months, 
though - he proposed while they were walking among the 
primroses on North Hill, and they were married in St 
Andrews Church. 

• They ran a school together in Cornwall, where she learned to 
make economical dishes to save on costs (her 'Cornish 
recipes' are mentioned later in the St Marks Chelsea 
records).  

• When the household later relocated to Chelsea to open St 
Marks College, several of the Devon staff went with them, 
including Mrs Harvey, the housekeeper who by all accounts 
stood no nonsense from the new students … She was a 
native of Plymouth too, it is believed – we'd love to find any 
living relatives. 

 



And here they are (well, some of them) - Mrs Harvey is in the centre 



St Marks College grounds, students  and staff c.1860 



Students came to St Marks from Plymouth, 
too – including Charles Sherwill Dawe from 
Plympton.  
 
He stayed on as lecturer after finishing his 
studies in the early 1840's and eventually 
headed up the innovative 'Practising School' 
which allowed the trainee teachers to apply 
their skills in a 'real time' setting, and gave 
local youngsters an opportunity for learning. 

Charles Sherwill Dawe, as a student and as Head of the 'Practising School' 



A later St Marks student of 
1911 was Wilfred Owen 'Josh' 
Reynolds of Plymstock.  
 
Nicknamed 'Josh' after 
Joshua Reynolds because of 
his drawing skills, he and a 
fellow student Gerry Parker 
spent many hours sketching 
flora and fauna in the UK and 
overseas.  
They would later be 
responsible for saving the rare 
Plymouth Strawberry from 
extinction and bringing it back 
to its home town.  
 
He wrote and illustrated an 
account of his college and later 

life experiences. 

Student scrapbook illustration 1911 



Student scrapbook entry 1911 



“In the autumn of 1911, a raw youth of eighteen arrived at 
Paddington Railway Station from Plymouth”.  
 
 
 
Extract from WO 'Josh' Reynolds college memoirs. 

 



 
Dedication and illustration:  WO 'Josh' Reynolds college memoirs. 



 'Marjohn' - Chelsea 

Both St Marks College and St Johns had sustained significant 
damage to their buildings in WW1, and rebuild costs were high 
due to shortages of labour and materials.  
 
The post-War period also saw a decline in student numbers 
country-wide, due to the losses sustained in wartime and in the 
flu pandemic afterwards. 
 
The two colleges therefore decided to merge. They had always 
worked closely together, even though their students were fierce 
rivals, especially in sports. 
 
The St Marks Chelsea site was chosen as the campus. Relocation 
began in 1923, and by 1926 all students were officially on one 
site, and now known as 'Marjohns'. 
 
Some older students still recall the earlier spelling, but most 
people now use the later version from the 1960's -  'Marjon'.  

 

College magazine cover 1932, earliest image of combined college sports team 1926  



Devon newspaper headlines 1967/68/69 

'Marjon' - Plymouth. 
 

Proposed changes to the London road network led to a 
dramatic turn for Marjohn.  
 
A motorway was planned -  to be built through the centre 
of the Chelsea campus. 
 
The college took the decision to relocate.  
 
In truth, the site was becoming unsuitable – too small to 
allow for expansion, and with not enough  sports facilities 
or outdoor spaces.  
Nine sites across the country were selected for 
consideration – Plymouth was added at the last minute, as 
it was discovered to be actively seeking to expand its 
college educational provision. 
It was the clear winner, as the college committee minutes 
show. The move was agreed. One other change was soon 
clear – our name! 
 
The new students tended to drop the 'h' from the college 
title... 
The rest - is Plymouth and Marjon history! 



“A vigorous, go-ahead City…” 

“Plymouth has a distinct tone and character which, 
with the enthusiasm of its officials, impressed us very 
much” 

College committee minutes 1960's 



The New Era – for 
Plymouth and 
Marjon 

Some of the London students made a field trip of 
their own in the late 1960's and took a series of 
photos of the college site and the surrounding area.  

 

They captured some great shots – spot some local 
landmarks ...  











Marjon campus build late 1960's/early 1970's 



Thank you for watching! 
 
If you would like to comment, add 
a memory or ask for more 
information,  
 
please contact: 
gfewings@marjon.ac.uk 
 

mailto:gfewings@marjon.ac.uk
mailto:gfewings@marjon.ac.uk

